How To Lead A Group Bible Study
For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the division of soul and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.  Hebrews 4:12
“How sweet are Your words to my taste, Sweeter than honey to my mouth!” (Psalm 119:103)
Some sources:  
 (The Orthodox Study Bible


(The Life Application Study Bible

(Concordance



(Bible Dictionary
(Ancient Christian Commentary

(Spiritual Formation series (www.smsv.ca)
MOST IMPORTANT:  pray at the start of the meeting (ask the Holy Spirit to give wisdom in understanding God’s word) and at the end of the meeting (for help to apply His word).  
It also helps to read over the passage several times. 

Observation:   What happened????

· Caption-give the chapter a title between 1-5 words that highlights the key message

· Chief Characters-Who are the key characters?

· Contents--Where does this take place?   When does this happen (what events occurred before and after?)  Remember context!!

Interpretation:  What does the passage mean?
· Why is this event significant?
· Choice Words--Are there key words which are repeated throughout this chapter that the writer wants to emphasize?
· Central Lesson—What is the key lesson or main theme the writer is trying to impart?
· Christ Revealed-does this passage tell you something about Christ, God or the Holy Spirit? 
· Cross References-(Advanced!)
· Curiosity and Challenge - is there anything in the passage you have questions about?
Application:  How does this passage apply to my life?
· Concluding Questions:  
· What verse sticks out to you?

· How might God be asking you to respond to this verse?
Application can happen in creative ways as God’s Holy Spirit leads….

Example:  James 1:  visit widows in a home for the elderly

Example:  Writing a letter or a poem to God in response to what you read
Example:  Write out the verse and keep it somewhere where you will see it often

Example:  Personalize the verse(  For I know the plans I have for You, (insert your name here) says the Lord, plans to prosper you and to give you a hope. Jer.29:11-13

Some of the information on this handout has been adapted from: Warren, Rick.  (2006).  Bible Study Methods:  Twelve Ways You Can Unlock God’s Word.    Michigan: Zondervan.
